
Dear Board: 

 
This agenda isn’t too ambitious, but we will be covering some important issues on Tuesday. Some of 
these items will be discussed in Executive Session as you can see below. As always, please do not 
hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns related either to this packet or the Town of 
Woodfin. 
 
Once again let me thank you for the opportunity to work for you and the Town and to extend my 
thanks for your services to our community.  
 
Yours truly, 
 
Jason 
 
 
jasonyoung@woodfin-nc.gov 
 
768-4887 (cell) 
645-9678 (home) 
 
Town of Woodfin 
Board of Aldermen Meeting 
September 21, 2010 
6:30 P.M.  
 
Meeting 
Meeting Call to Order 
Invocation 
Approval of the Consent Agenda 
Approval of the Agenda 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

I. Amendment to the Personnel Policy of the Town of Woodfin. 
 

Due to a clerical error not all of our Personnel Policy copies contained the attached items when the 
policy was compiled. I have placed these two items on the consent agenda to make sure that the 
Board has made clear that these two items were intended by the Board of Aldermen to be in the 
policy. 
 
The two items are related to medical coverage post retirement and the disposal of sick and vacation 
time. 
 
Executive Session – The Board of Aldermen will adjourn to private chambers to discuss legal and personnel matters. 
 

The Board will be briefed on a variety of items, some large and some small. In particular I will advise 
the Board about some issues concerning the financing of the public works, a personnel issue, and a 
few other items. 
 
Also of interest and importance will be a report on the recent appeal to the Board’s decision regarding 
the Ponder Mobile Home Park (dba –C “n” C Mobile Home Park) along Old Marshall Highway. As you 
will recall, a few months ago the Board moved to extinguish the grandfather privileges of this mobile 
home park, due to the imminent threat to health and human safety presented at the time. The 
Planning and Zoning Board heard the appeal of Joshua Robinson – the manager of the trailer park 

mailto:jasonyoung@woodfin-nc.gov


and the husband of one of the sisters in question. While Mr. Robinson was exposed as a bit of a liar 
at the meeting and was generally (but not universally) considered to be guilty in the eyes of the P & Z 
Board, there was a great deal of concern for the residents of the park, who were unaware of some of 
the problems that Mr. Robinson, et al were creating. The P & Z did not decide the matter at their 
September 13th meeting. After hearing Mr. Robinson’s appeal and the comments of some of the 
park’s residents the Board conducted an extensive executive session to discuss the matter. While it is 
my belief that a solid majority of the Planning and Zoning Board was/is prepared to uphold the 
Board’s decision in this matter, a significant minority was also interested in asking the Board to 
consider some leniency towards the park’s residents. I have enclosed a letter from the Planning and 
Zoning Board outlining their respectful request for the Board’s consideration. I will be prepared to 
discuss this matter in greater detail on Tuesday. 

 
 
New Business 
 

I. Consideration of a Resolution Establishing the Date for a Public Hearing on the Matter of Accepting a portion of a 
road into the municipal street system. 

 

This portion of Sen. Reynolds Blvd. was not taken over by either the Town of Woodfin or the City of 
Asheville. The portion in question runs approximately 310 feet and would extend from our present 
road maintenance just past the entrance up to the intersection with Points West Drive where the City 
of Asheville takes over. At present this road is private and is in an increasing state of disrepair. The 
City is not interested in taking on this responsibility, but given the significant number of Woodfin 
citizens served by this road, staff recommends that the Town take in this portion of the road. 
 

II. Consideration of a Resolution approving $160,000 for MSD affordable Housing Amount. 
 

We have had a request from a local developer that we consider establishing an affordable housing 
level for our community as this will assist in reducing tap fees for affordable dwellings which in turn 
will reduce their market price. Given the Town’s interest in promoting affordable housing this request 
seems appropriate. I have pegged the dollar figure defining affordable housing at the same level used 
by Buncombe County $160,000 for this purpose. 
 

III. Consideration of a Resolution of Participation in Scattered Site Housing Program Funds. 
 

Buncombe County has invited us to partner with them in the Scattered Site Housing Program. This 
program is to provide funds to rehabilitate low-income owner occupied homes. Individuals who own 
their own home but make at or below our area’s median income are eligible to participate. I have 
enclosed the letter of invitation for your review. This would appear to be a great opportunity to make 
funds available to our citizens –particularly older residents on fixed incomes- to winterize or fix up 
their homes. The Town is not obligating any funds by participating in this program. 
 

IV. Discussion of Financing Options for the Public Works Building. 
 

I will go through the various proposals that we have received from financial institutions and explain 
which one I think is preferable and why? The Board will be able to examine all the proposals and 
make a determination as to what they believe is the best deal for the Town on Tuesday. In addition, I 
will provide a “score card” for each proposal that will provide a snap shot of the respective offers. 
 

V. Resolution appointing the Mayor to the Asheville Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission (AARRC). 
 

As you may recall, during our voluntary annexation of the Coleman property the City of Asheville 
announced that it was forming a Riverfront Redevelopment Commission. At the time this group was 
composed of only City and County interests. Mayor VeHaun effectively lobbied the City and County 



on this issue, emphasizing just how very much of the French Broad River is actually in Woodfin and 
recently we have been informed that the Town has been invited to join the Commission, I am 
enclosing the portion of the Asheville Area Riverfront Redevelopment Commission (AARRC)’s 
minutes that outline the invitation. Given his continued interest and work on this issue, I have 
prepared the enclosed resolution appointing Mayor VeHaun to that position to represent the Town.  
 
Minutes referenced above: 
 
“…Consideration to Expand Commission Membership 
Commission member Jan Davis, Asheville City Councilman, noted that he would like to 
introduce a discussion. Around the time the ARRC was created the River Study Group 
(appointing partners to the Commission) noted interest in expanding the ARRC 
membership to include more regional partners. Davis said that one regional partner 
having clearly expressed interest is the Town of Woodfin, and that he would like the 
ARRC members to consider Woodfin’s inclusion in the Commission. ARRC members 
agreed that it would be beneficial to include more regional partners. Davis agreed to call 
Mayor Jerry Vehaun to confirm Woodfin’s interest. A motion was made by Davis to ask 
City Council to amend the ARRC ordinance to include an appointee from the Town of 
Woodfin. The motion was seconded by Commission member Bill Stanley, Buncombe 
County Commissioner, and passed unanimously….” 

 

 
Public Forum-Citizens may address the Board concerning various topics after being recognized by the Mayor. 
 

It is possible that you may hear from residents of the C “n” C Mobile Home Park regarding the status 
of the park and its future. I do not know of anyone that specifically might show up, but it is fairly likely. 
 
Much more likely is that we will receive a visit from another Ms. Ponder who does not live in Town, 
but does own property in Woodfin. Ms. Ponder is not a fan of the Town, myself or Johnny Brooks –
among others. Ms. Ponder is co-owner –along with her son- of the Elk Mountain Condominiums 
located at 20 Brookdale Avenue across from the old Zip In convenience store. Ms. Ponder’s son is 
Jeffery Ponder who you may recall had the brilliant idea to have WLOS film him pulling a GDS 
dumpster off his property and onto Brookdale Road a couple of years. Mr. Ponder was charged with 
littering by the Town for this stunt and the family was none too pleased with either me or the Woodfin 
Police Department as a result. Recently, however, Ms. Ponder has become very concerned with litter 
along Brookdale. Indeed, she sees fit to call the Town every time someone places litter at the road 
and expects that the Town will come down at her beck and call and collect roadside litter. I have 
utilized public works, code enforcement and police services in an effort to both remove 
litter/unauthorized garbage from both trailer parks in the area and this continues to be an issue of 
great concern to both myself and other Town employees, however, our efforts to date do not seem to 
meet the demanding standards of Ms. Ponder. She intends to address her concerns directly to the 
Board on Tuesday night and I intend to respond to whatever allegations or misstatements of fact that 
she might choose to deliver. The Town of Woodfin – as you well know- collects garbage from our 
customers, but we do not have the resources necessary to pick up all the litter that people choose to 
place on the side of the road. We have a great reputation for going after litterbugs and illegal 
dumpers, but I do not believe that the Town should allow an absentee landlord to dictate municipal 
policies or staff in the execution of their duties. 
 
Reports 
Police 
Parks and Recreation 
Public Works 
Administration 
Adjournment 
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